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f o r   s y m p h o n i c   w i n d   e n s e m b l e

P r o g r a m   N o t e

I n s t r u m e n t a t i o n

approx. 10'

P e r f o r m a n c e   N o t e s

1 piccolo

4 flutes

2 oboes

2 bassoons

6 Bb clarinets

1 bass clarinet

2 alto sax

1 tenor sax

1 baritone sax

Reflections explores different musical meanings of its namesake. Emotional connotations of the word such as meditation,

introspection, and reminiscence, as well as more literal ones like brilliance, reverberation, inversion, and retrograde all served

as inspiration. The music is held together by the interval of a falling seventh, introduced by solo trombone in the opening and

permeating throughout. The orchestration aims for spaciousness and transparency, highlighting tone colors of individual

instruments. The texture is also quite fragmentary, like a mosaic, and musical materials are "reflected" across different timbres.

Percussion and piano play a special role in simulating resonance and reverberation. Ultimately, all instruments converge in a

celebration of fireworks and lights. 

  

The piece was commissioned by Dr. Robert Halseth, Director of Bands Emeritus, in appreciation for all the dedicated,

courageous musicians in Symphonic Wind Ensemble (1993-2016) on the occasion of his retirement from California State

University, Sacramento. 

This piece is orchestrated for individual wind instruments, percussion, and double bass. It is strongly preferred that

performances remain with one player to a part. There is more flexibility with the euphonium, tuba, and double bass parts. 

Resonance 

In many passages, the effect of resonance is simulated by allowing the percussion and piano to ring after all other instruments

are silent - therefore, it is important that the performers follow pedalings and other such instructions (such as l.v.) very

carefully, and that the accompanying "rests" be held for their full value so the effects can be heard. Similar effects are used in

some wind instruments playing sustained notes very quietly, especially the clarinets.

Trills

The note to which a performer trills is indicated by a # or b sign - when no sign is given, trill up to the next natural note.

4 horns

4 Bb trumpets

2 tenor trombones

1 bass trombone

1 or 2 euphoniums

1 or 2 tubas

double bass

piano

Commissioned by Dr. Robert Halseth, Director of Bands Emeritus, in appreciation for all the dedicated,

courageous musicians in Symphonic Wind Ensemble (1993-2016) on the occassion of his retirement

from California State University, Sacramento - Spring 2016

percussion 1:

triangle, snare drum, crash cymbals, tam-tam

percussion 2:

vibraphone, xylophone, temple blocks, wood block, 

toms (4), chimes, crotales

percussion 3:

glockenspiel, crotales, tam-tam

percussion 4:

suspended cymbal, triangle, tam-tam, crash cymbal, 

wood block

timpani (3)
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Piccolo

Flute 1-2

Flute 3-4

Oboe 1-2

Bassoon 1-2

Bb Clarinet 1-2

Bb Clarinet 3-4

Bb Clarinet 5-6

Bb Bass Clarinet

Alto Sax. 1

Alto Sax. 2

Tenor Sax.

Baritone Sax.

Horn 1-2

Horn 3-4

Bb Trumpet 1-2

Bb Trumpet 3-4

Trombone 1-2

Bass Trombone

Euphonium

Tuba

Double Bass

Piano

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Percussion 3

Percussion 4

Timpani
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Commissioned by Dr. Robert Halseth, Director of Bands Emeritus, in appreciation for all the dedicated, courageous musicians in Symphonic
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